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Crossing the great plains by ox-wagons
[bookmark: _GoBack]Back in the days when all the western countries were wilderness, travelling was challenging. These days, there were no vehicles and people who wanted to travel long distances would be forced to either go on foot use oxen or horses. My impression about these long hazardous journeys being that the writer undertook this journey at a young age of eleven years old, is that they were very traumatizing and horrifying. The journeys across the continent were often dangerous and involved a lot of risks. Some of the risks involved were; the roads were horrible and mainly were impassible. Due to poor health care, travellers were often vulnerable to diseases. Palmer reports that she lost her mother to cholera and later lost her younger brother to an illness.
Further, their oxen and horses would die due to lack of water or by feeding on poisonous herbs. Besides, they would lose their cattle since the livestock would drown, and an attempt to rescue them at times led to the death of the divers. Finally, the journeys also posed a great danger to the travellers as the sun was often scorching, and in places where there were cactus, their shoes would be ripped off, forcing them to walk on the hot sand, thus causing burns to their feet.
The account that impressed me about Palmer's experiences dealt with the loss of loved ones. During the journey, the writer and her family lost their brother, mother and even some friends. However, what impressed me was their resilience and ability to move on even after the losses. Palmer reports feelings of hopelessness and being stuck after the losses, but they still manage to carry on with their journey.
From the reading, I changed my perception about the settlement in the west. Even though the west offered better opportunities to the travellers, such as fertile land and a myriad of minerals, it equally had many negative consequences. During the journey to the west, travellers often ended up losing so many precious things that were worth holding onto more than the opportunities that settling in the west offered.
In conclusion, I can say that these long hazardous journeys made by oxen and horses were challenging and had many negative consequences to the travellers. For one to make it alive on these journeys, you had to be very resilient and strong-willed.



